Technical Presentation - 2017
National Structural Steelwork Specification to meet the requirements of
AS/NZS 5131 ‘Structural Steelwork Fabrication & Erection’
The new AS/NZS 5131 ‘Structural steelwork – Fabrication and erection’ was published in Dec, 2016
and represents a paradigm shift in how we approach the fabrication and erection of structural steelwork for
projects in Australia. The implementation of a risk-based approach, with assignment of a Construction
Category (CC) from CC1 to CC4 in order of increasing risk to human life, embeds a fit-for-purpose layer
that balances the often-competing facets of project risk, safety, cost effectiveness and compliance.
With AS/NZS 5131 providing a solid technical foundation, it became a relatively straightforward process to
develop the National Structural Steelwork Specification (NSSS). The NSSS and complementary
Standard Drawing Notes are intended to be the primary implementation tool for engineers and specifiers
to embed the requirements of AS/NZS 5131 into good practice steelwork procurement for projects.
The NSSS makes it straightforward for engineers and specifiers to establish a clear project-specific
quality benchmark and is hence an important tool for engineers to demonstrate duty of care in
managing risk on structural steelwork projects.
This presentation will explore the background and basis for AS/NZS 5131, the structure of the NSSS and
how to apply it, and a range of other support tools that the Australian Steel Institute (ASI) has developed to
support improved compliance outcomes. The presentation also showcases the recent revision to the
NATSPEC suite of documents, to reflect AS/NZS 5131 requirements and alignment with the NSSS. ASI
and NATSPEC have worked together on both the NSSS and NATSPEC suite to ensure a national and
consistent approach to structural steelwork specification in Australia.
SPEAKERS
Peter Key BE, PhD
Dr Peter Key is the National Technical Development Manager for the Australian Steel Institute (ASI). Peter
has over 25 years of experience in the design of steel structures in a design & construct environment both
locally and internationally. Since joining ASI Peter has been responsible for a number of training and
technical deliverables, including the ‘Steelwork Fabrication and Erection Code of Practice’ and subsequent
development of the new AS/NZS 5131.

Dr Peter Key

Kevin Rooney CEng, MICE
Kevin Rooney is the Engineering Manager at NATSPEC, publisher of the National Building Specification of
Australia. He has been involved in the design and construction industry for over 20 years, working on a
wide variety of building types and a range of civil works. Since joining NATSPEC in 2011 he has been a
key figure in the continuing development of NATSPEC and AUS-SPEC, the National Local Government
Specification system and he sits on Standards Australia Committee TM-012. He has also been involved in
the development of the NATSPEC BIM papers and guides, including authoring NATSPEC’s Getting
started with BIM paper.
Time: Registrations 5.30 pm for 6.00 pm start to 7.30 pm finish
Cost (includes presentation and refreshments):
$15.00 ASI Member
$25.00 ASI Non-member
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Location

Date

Venue

Brisbane

Monday 7 August

TAFE Restaurant (66 on Ernest), Block C, 66 Ernest Street, South
Brisbane

Melbourne

Tuesday 8 August

Amora Hotel Riverwalk, 649 Bridge Road, Richmond

Adelaide

Wednesday 16 August

Peppers Waymouth Adelaide, 55 Waymouth Street, Adelaide

Perth

Thursday 17 August

City West Receptions, 45 Plaistowe Mews, West Perth

This seminar can be used for CPD points.
Join us for drinks and networking following the presentation
Please register at: http://steel.org.au/events/asi-events

For further details please contact Dr Peter Key, ASI National Technical Development Manager
Tel: 02 8748 0186 Mob 0428 024 316 Email: peterk@steel.org.au Web: http://steel.org.au

